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SOCIAL EVENING / BUFFET
A social evening and buffet has been
arranged again this year at The Red
Lion Penderyn on Friday 6th
December at 8.00 pm. This event is
open to members and guests and the
cost is £5.00 per head for members
and £10.00 per head for guests. We
need to know numbers in advance,
so if you would like to attend ,
please let Celia know, and pay no
later than 27th November.

WEB SITE UPDATE: We can now report that the Web
Site is in the final stages of construction and it is hoped
the the site will “go live” early in the new year.

again superb and enjoyed by all
and
once more our thanks
Our speaker at July’s meeting
and
was Jill Evans. After some
technical issues with the
computer and projector Jill gave
us an interesting talk
JULY

Our 2014 calendar is now
available to anyone wishing to
buy at a cost of £4.50. Anyone
interested in purchasing a
calendar should contact the sub
-committee, either Margaret,
Caroline or Wendy.

appreciation go to Beryl, Keith
and Natalie for the warm
welcome and generous support
shown towards our society.
accompanied
with slides of the walks around
the area together with slides and
a talk on her house. She also
spoke about the garage to which
Cynog Price told the meeting a
good story of how he
remembered how it was used to
bleed pigs.

Many thanks to all who have
contributed to our Newsletter,
if you wish to contribute
please let us know

FOR YOUR DIARY

the farm and showed many
artefacts to support his talk. In
the picture you can see Meurig
with his collection of old and
antique bottles.

SEPTEMBER
SUMMER BUFFET

Wednesday January 15th, 2014: Rob Steel
Wednesday February 19th, 2014: Memorabilia night
Wednesday March 19th, 2014: Alun Evans

As we do not hold a meeting in
August, the society organised
what is now becoming our
annual Summer Buffet at the
Red Lion which was very well
attended. The evening again
proved a huge success and
hopefully will be repeated next

Mrs Celia Morgan
Mrs Kathleen Forward
Mrs Margaret Thomas
Mrs Joyce Morgan
Mrs. Wendy Donavan
Mrs Caroline Lawless
Mr Alan Llewellyn
Mrs. Debbie Smart

Can you name anyone in this
photograph? If so can you
please contact Celia
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very well known families.
Llwyn Coch Farm is situated on
the borders of the parish of
Penderyn.
Meurig explained
that a previous owner had
preferred “Llwyn Coch” to the
original name, “Llwyn Moch.”
He was full of information about

It was a break from the usual
pattern.
In September the
society went to Fferm Llwyn
Coch and received a warm
welcome from Angelika and
Meurig Davies. The society was
pleased to accept Meurig’s
invitation to their home.
Meurig, previous of Wern Las, is

year. A raffle was held during
the evening and raised over
sixty pounds. The food was a member of one of Penderyn’s

We were not the only ones to
visit; in fact the two Kune Kune
pigs from New Zealand had
travelled even further. They
were very friendly and popular
with
the
society
members.Following the talk we
were
all

treated to
a
feast of Angelika’s baking skills
and by the end of the evening
members of the society departed
happily after a very enjoyable
experience. Everybody agreed
that it was one of the more
successful meetings in the year’s
calendar, our thanks go to
Angelika and Meurig.

LOCAL HEROS
In the last newsletter it was
mentioned that we had been
asked to nominate our local
hero’s, people which had made
some form of impact eithr
locally, nationally or both. Our
nominations
were
Lewis
Lewis, David Wynne, Richard
Bell and Dr. Alice Evans. The
articles below gives a brief
background to each:

Lewis Lewis

One of the
leaders of the Merthyr Riots.
He was born at Blaen Cadlan
in 1793, the son of Jenkin and
Margaret Lewis. He took a
major role in the attack on the
house of Joseph Coffins.
Coffin was the clerk to the
Court of Requests.
The
following
day
he
also
encouraged a crowd at Merthyr
to seize the arms of the soldiers
outside the Castle Inn. After
he fled to Hendrebolon wood
in Ystradfellte to hide. He was
caught there by two special
constables and held in the
cellar of the Lamb Hotel before
he was transported back to
Merthyr Tydfil.
He was
condemned to death by
hanging along with Richard
Lewis (Dic Penderyn). Lewis
was later reprieved when one
of the police officers came
forward to state that Lewis had
tried to shield him from the
rioters.
His sentence was
reduced from hanging to
transportation for life to
Australia.

David

Wynne
David
William Thomas was born in
1900 at Nantmoch Uchaf Farm
Penderyn., the son of Phillip
and Elizabeth Thomas. When
he was twelve months old the
family moved to Llanfabon.

On leaving school he went to
work down the mines. David
learned to play the piano and
soon found his love for music.
He applied for a Glamorgan
County Scholarship and was
accepted. He enrolled at the
University College in Cardiff,
and studied full time. While at
Cardiff he became enthusiastic
about composing. He went on
to became a music teacher at
Pengam and he also taught at
the Cardiff College of Music
and Drama. He later went on
to be a well known Welsh
composer using the name of
David Wynne.

Richard Bell Richard Bell
was born in Pontpren in 1859.
He was the son of Charles and
Ann Bell and grandson to
Richard Bell the warrener of
Pantmawr, Ystradfellte. His
father
Charles
was
a
quarryman who later became a
policeman and the family
moved to Merthyr Tydfil
where his father was stationed.
Richard’s first job was an
office boy at Cyfarthfa Iron
works. He later joined the
employment of the Great
Western Railway where he
joined
the
Amalgamated
Society of Railway Servants.
He later transferred to Swansea
and as there was no branch of
the ASRS he soon established
one. He was a high profile
Trade Unionist and became the
General secretary of ASRS. In
1900 Richard Bell was elected
as the first Labour MP for the
Borough of Derby. Richard
Bell died on 1st May 1930.

MYNYDD Y GLOG
Aberystwyth and obtained her
PhD, she then went on to study
in Sweden. Later she was
appointed to be University
Lecturer in Plant Breeding and
Genetics in the Department of
Applied Biology at Cambridge.
She
specialised
in
the
development of beans and
worked a lot in third world
countries.
For the United
Kingdom, she studied market
demand and chose the type
suited to canning as baked
beans. Superior varieties are
now under test, but she did not
live to see them in commercial
production.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

OPEN DOORS

Once again the society took
part in the Open Doors Event
held annually each September.
This was the third consecutive
year our society has taken part.
and it was decided that we
would host a historical walk
around the village, starting at
the Red Lion car park heading
down to Pontpren and then up
towards the Lamb
and
returning to the Red Lion car
park. The walk was led by
Gwyn Morgan who pointed out
various sites of notable interest
and giving a sing song along
the way. Luckily the weather
stayed fine. The event was well
supported with around thirty
people taking part. The
feedback afterwards was that
everyone had really enjoyed
themselves. Our thanks go to
Gwyn for all his time and
effort in making the event a
Dr. Alice Evans She was great success.
born in 1927. She studied at
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On Tuesday the 16th July the
Brecon Beacons National Park
together with the Council of
Archaelogy organised a guided
walk on Mynydd y Glog. The

walk started from the Penderyn
Community Centre where teas
and biscuits were kindly laid
on and finished up back at the
same place about six hours
later.
In the Community Centre
various displays were set up
containing extensive local
history information. We (the
Society) also put on a display
of old local photographs as
well.

They
were
hugely
knowledgeable about the area
and in particular the bronze
age burial mounds which lie
on the top of Mynydd y Glog
in consid-erable numbers. It
was because of this that Dr
Evans was of the view that the
area could properly be
regarded as a sacred mountain
supporting this she argued that
the foel for example had no
similar features.
Although there were plenty of
burial mounds there was not
one scrap of evidence to
suggest that any person or
persons had actually lived
there and Alan strengthened
the case by adding that for
some of the mounds the stones
used had been brought on to
the
mountain
from

until serious excavations take
place on cairns that have been
untouched much of what is
said will be guesswork and
there is little or no chance that
permission would be given for
that anyway.
The day was thoroughly
enjoyable apart from the
simple pleasure of the work it
was an eyeopener to hear from
various experts on things that
you thought you knew so well!
Dr Evans was, it turned out,
also quite knowledgeable on
Churches and provided some
interesting information on our
own St Cynogs.
Dr Evans was too good an
asset to miss so Celia duly
nabbed her when we got back
to come and speak to us in the
future.

Neale Thomas from the
society took part and found it
to be excellent. There were a
total of nine walkers and they
included Dr Edith Evans an
archaeologist together with a
botanist and was led by Alan
(?) a geologist.
The idea was that we would
walk the area of Mynydd Y
Glog and at the same time the
various experts were providing
a commentary and answering
questions from the other
walkers. At some points they
discussed amongst themselves
some of the significant features
along the route and developed
or discounted theories as they
went.

elsewhere
.Even
people
thought a stone was a stone
were impressed by his
detective work in proving that
where river washed red
sandstone was used it must
have been carried in.
Having said that the consensus
was; so little is known about
this period of prehistory that
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This was one of a series of
walks but the first I had heard
off so although the whole thing
was excellent I did ask the
BBNP to better advertise these
walks because I would
certainly go on one again.
Neale Thomas

